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ARCHBISHOP NEWCOME’S ILLUSTRATION OF 
CHRIST’S CELEBRATED PROPHECY 
RECORDED IN MAT. XXIV. 
(Continued from page 10.) 


It happened also that another war soon broke out in 
Jerusalem : it was occasioned by Simon of Gerasa, who 
joined himself to the robbers at Masada, and thence 
made wide excursions, overrunning Acrabatene and 
Idumea. The Zealots feared some attempt on Jerusa- 
lem, and therefore undertook an expedition against 





him: but Simon engaged them, slew many, and drove 
the rest back to the city. He ravaged Idumea at the 
head of forty thousand men besides heavy armed sol-| 
diers ; and they wasted the country, like a body of! 


locusts. The Zealots had surprised his wife and her| 
attendants: upon which he approached the walls of | 


Jerusalem, destroyed some of the unarmed and aged | 


who were gathering herbs or fuel, maimed many, and | 


> 


sallies, and hurling of darts, polluted the temple every | the Jews on account of the images of their gods and 
-€ - < 7 - 


where with slaughter. 

Simon possessed the higher city and much of the low- 
er, andattacked John from below, while Eleazar gaul- 
ed him from above. The lower assailants were easily 
checked by the hands of the soldiers; but those on 
the higher ground could only be repressed by missive 
engines, of which John had great store. These de- 
stroyed many who brought sacrifices, for such were 
admitted after examination, and many of the priests 
themselves. The dead bodies of natives and foreigners, 
of worshippers and priests were thus heaped together ; 
and a lake of blood stagnated in the sacred courts. 

The occupiers of the inner temple had such plenty 
of subsistance, that their attacks on John were often in- 
terrupted by drunkenness as well as fatigue. Atthese 
times, John made fearless sallies on Simon ; and, as 
far as he mastered the city, burnt houses full of pro- 
visions and of various necessaries. When John gave 
up his ground, Simon acted the same part; as if they 


sent them back with menaces that his rage would | studiously co-operated with the Romans in destroying 
make no distinction unless the persons seized were re- | supplies for a siege, and in cutting the nerves of their 


stored: and these he immediately recovered by thus} own strength. 


strixing the Zealots with fear. 

Meanwhile Vespasian marched from Cesarea, and 
conquered the yet unsubdued part of the country ; de- | 
stroying many and making many prisoners. 
one of his generals, wasted Upper Idumea, stormed | 
Hebron near Jerusalem, slew al) the adults, and burnt 
the city, As every place was now reduced, but Hero- 
dium, Masada and Macherus which the robbers had 
occupied, Jerusalem became the grand object of the | 
Roman:. 

But Siero 


ed wha’ 


again surrounded Jerusalem, and destroy- 
With- 
out the walls, he was more terrible to the people than 
the Romans; and within, the Zealots excited more 
terrorthan either. The Galilean army, who had rais- 
ed John to his height of power, were indulged by him 
in every act of the wildest riot and ferocity. They 
were effeminate and impure, and not to be sated with 
plunder and bloodshed. ‘They who fled from John ex- 
posed themselves to the more bloody Simon: and all 


ver workmen he found in the country. 


Cerealis, | means of flight. 


Many wished for the impending foreign 
war to free them from their domestic evils ; the Jews 
were filled with fear and astonishment ; and there 
was no time for council, no hope of pasification, no 
A ceaseless cry of combatants was 
beard day and night ; and the lamentations of mourn- 
ers were still more dreadful. Relations shewed no rev- 
erence to the living, nor solicitude to bury them when 
dead. ‘The seditious parties fought, treading on heaps 
of slain ; a circumstance which heightened their sav- 


methods of mutual destruction ; they indulged their 
rage without restraint, and omitted no mode of indigni- 
ty or cruelly. 

In this state of affairs Titus advanced towards Je- 
rusalem, and formed three camps within sight of the 
city, two on the north side, and one towards the east 
on mount Olivet; and, a few days after, the west side 
of the city was occupied by part ofthese bodies. The 
sight of this ariny reconciled the Jews for a time, and 





possibility of revolting to the Romans was cut off. | 


united them against so formidable an enemy. 
Our Lord’s admonition to his disciples was, ‘* When 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
' 
| 
} 
\ 





ageness and madness ; they were continually inventing | 


emperors which they carried in their standards, by 


, Which they swore, and to which they sacrificed. The 
‘usual ornaments of these standards gave such offence 
‘to the Jews that, in peaceable times the Romans en- 
) tered Jerusalem without thene: and Vitellius, at the re- 


quest of some eminent Jews, humanely avoided marci.- 
ing his forces through Judea on account of these 
‘ensigns. When therefore they were planted within 
sight of the city and temple, when they stood within 
the holy precincts of Jerusalem, rivalling, as it were 
‘the God of Israe}, this was a hostile contempt of the 
Jews, and is justly placed among the presages of their 
| utter destruction. 

Our Lord prophecied that the war against Jerusalem 
should be sudden ; like the flood in the time of Noah, 
and the destruction of Sodom in the days of Lot ; and 
his expressive words were, that it should come as a 
snare upon all that dwelt on the face of the whole land. 

We have seen that, from the disordered state of the 
Romau empire, the Jewish war was suspended. But 
after the death of the emperor Vitellius, and the suc- 
cession of Vespasian to the imperial dignity, Titus was 
sent from Alexandria with a select army to take Jeru- 
salem; and from Fgypt he made rapid marches by 
land to Cesarea. At this time the seditious Jews were 
meditating destruction against each other; and how 
carelessly and dissolutely John’s Gallilean army liv- 
jed Josephus has described in a lively manner. In 
|another place he mentions that wood procured from 
Libanus of extraordinary straitness and size, designed 





for raising the temple twenty cubits higher, was em- 
ployed by John in erecting towers against hig enemies 
_who possessed the inner temple. ‘And he thought to 
overcome his opponents by machines impiously raised ; 
but God made his labor useless, and brought the Ro- 
mans on him before any one mounted the towers.”— 
| And when Titus appeared before the walls,he observes; 
“The foreign war, which suddenly came upon them ia 





great force, then first occasioned a pause to the mute- 
| al contention of the parties that were incessanily at- 
tacking each other in the city.” So that though the 
Jewish war, while it was carrying on, threatened (he 


| metropolis in proportion as the rest of the country «:3 


A f « H : ‘ , } , ; j : 3 : . . j A ae : 
A further calamity was, that even the forces of | ye see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by the | subdued; yet, after it was interrupted, the attack on 


John were divided among themselves. The Idumeavs 
who composed part of his army, rose against him 
through envy of his power and hatred of his cruelty. 
They slew many of the Zealots, drove the rest into| 
the royal palace, and thence into the temple. The 
palace in which John had resided, and where the 
spoils of his tyranny were deposited, was plundered 
cy them, John’s party, which was scattered through- 
out the city, repaired tohim inthe temple ; and the 
whabitants and Idumeans, who feared a nightly attack 
and a burning of the city, yeilded to the persuasions 
of Matthias, one of the high priests who had great 
sway among the people, and invited Simon and his ar- 
my to their assistance. However, the Zealots main- 
tained their situation in the temple, and repelled 
“imon’s attack on it, wounding and killing many of 
his army. 
“a. si Ne was thus occupied by the Zeal- 
aren eed cs oe subjection to John, formed 
hee gh pa . cent and higher precincts. 
ieartn FE i ound there, and the advan- 
eat rh) » Save confidence to a comparative- 
perofmen. The rage of !ohn prompted 


: | prophet Vaniel, standing in the holy place, where it 


‘ought not, (let him that readeth [the prophet Daniel] 


then let those in Judea flee [ with the greatest haste | to 
the mountains, and those who are in the midst of Jeru- 
salem [precipitately | depart, and let not those who are 
in the country enter into her. Forthese are the days 
of vengeance ; that all things which are written [by 
h.oses and the prophets, concerning the punishment 
of the Jews in case of disobedience,] should be fulfii- 
led. 

Our Lord refers to the encampments of Titus. It 
is true that Cestius piched his camp for three days 


ed by one division of Titus’ army. But he did not 


tus. We have seen thatthe gates of the outer city 


clty ; so that he was considered rather as an ally to; 
the sound and well disposed Jews, than a3 an enemy to | 
their place and nation. 

The Roman armies not only spread great desolation 





im , . ‘ 
to attack them incessantly ; and their mutual 


before them, but were held im the utmost cdhorrence by ' 


Jerusalem was a rapid and unexpected one. 


| The temporary concord among the Jews was fullo-y- 
|understand,) and Jerusalem surrounded by armies ; | ed by a repulse of the tenth legion, while the Roma s 


were throwing up ramparts on the mount of Olives ; 
and the legion was with difficulty preserved by the 
assistance and valorof Titus. In consequence of this 
the Roman war was remitted for a short space. 


At this very perio4 I apprehend that the Christians 





had an opportunity of escaping from Jerusalem, accord- 


ing to our Lord’s solemn exhortation. For some tii 


| before this, flight was precluded; as it bore the ape 


pearance of a revolt to the Romans. And thovgh, 
15 ° 7 * ~ 
during the siege, some effected their escape to the Ro- 


on the very spot towards the north which was occupi-|}man army, the Jewish commanders guarded against 
the desertion of these still more than against the ad- 
surround the city, nor cast a trench about it, like Ti-| 


mission of the Romans; and whoever gave the least 
shadow of suspicion was immediately massacred, nay, 


were opened to Cestius, and that numbers of the chief| when the defection was discovered, it was cruelly re- 
Jews would gladly have admitted him into the inner | 


venged on the relations who remained behind. Butat 


this time, as many had been admitted to celebrate the 
passover, the Christian inhabitants, who compcsed the 
| lower classes, might mix with strangers, and wou!d nat- 
urally be allowed to depart. 

(io be Continued.) 
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POR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


THE POWER OF GOD. 


Olfmipotency in the abstract appears scarcely to 
admit of erroneons conceptions, or discordant views.— 
Though all may not have an equally extensive reach 
of thought upon what is thus unbounded, yet they very 
generally, if not universally, agree in the use of such 
abstract terms, in reference to power, as infinity and 
almighty. These are never understood to mean more 
than the power of God, but always to extend in their 
weaving beyond the greatest as well as the least finite 
capacity. ‘Thus far, then, do all walk together, agreed 
on this vast subject. This seems very far indeed, that 
power Almighty, is power, as much as they can think, 
«. rationally imagine, and that over, above, and after 
that, there is still power,commonly called infinite. The 
acknowledgement of the unlimited power of the Deity, 
in abstract terms is no less familiar, than it is common, 
to hear more than infinite power ascribed to the su- 
preme Being, and infinite power not only reduced to 
finite but sunk into all the characteristics of weakness 
itself. The great and manifest evidences of power 
Almighty are referred to as undeniable testimony or 
admitted by all. Among these are the world animate, 
and inanimate ; and the magnificent furniture of the 


 < 
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more power than infinite shall be employed in the sal- 
vation of that part, as the number falls short of that of 
the whole human family. Sovereign grace, partial, 
as it is, agreeably to the sentiment just expressed, is 
nothing, or rather injustice and cruelty; so the super- 
almighty power, that is supposed to attend it, is noth- 
ing or weakness, united as it always is in the nature of 
things, with injustice and cruelty denominated tyran- 
ny in an earthly despot; vindictive justice, and divine 
vengeance when ascribed to the Almighty. 

To acknowledge each and all the works of God, to 
be the production of infinite power, since their exist- 
ence is only imperfectly comprehended by the human 
mind, is not irrational. If so, how is even an or- 
thodox divine to determine between two incomprehen- 
sible things, which required the most incomprehensi- 
ble power to perform it ! 

I have indeed heard one of those so called give asa 
reason, why the salvation of a sinner required more 
power than the creation of man, that, in the latter 
case, the power of God met with no opposition 
between the former, the stubborn will and impeni- 
tency of the vile sinner resisted the power of omnipo- 
tence; hence the inference that more than creating 
energy called into the service and aid of the Al- 
mighty. This reasoning plainly implies that if the 
heavens, The vast magnitude and infinite number of| will of the sinner was neither for, nor against, his 
the Creator’s works speak the same language of power | salvation, but entirely passive, that power which could 
to all intelligent beings. Whilst the power of God, in| create, would be sufficient to convert him from his 
the abstract, is universally acknowledged to be infi- | state of native sinfulness; and that in order to subject 
nite ; and the works, and operations of creatures ad-| to such power he must be both corrigible and penitent. 
mitted in demonstration thereof, there are two ways, But although a sinner be both corrigible and penitent, 
by which preachers, in particular of certain orders, | if his will be contrary, it will require more than creat- 
circumscribe or diminish it to nothing. One is, which|ing power to break or subdue it. Since then more 
seems to be paradoxical, by apparently magnifying | than Almighty power is necessary to effect the salva- 
the divine Power beyond infinity or superadding power | tion of the penitent, what must be supposed equal to 
to that which is admitted infinite and even to add iu-| the work of saving an incorrigible and impenitent sin- 
finity to infinity. ner? Here the inquirer is left in the darkness of dis- 

It is customary for certain sectarian divines to] pair deserted by divines with their super-infinite pow- 
preach to their hearers, that to convert one soul, from | er, or left to contemplate with the apathy they do, the 
nature to grace, requires greater power than that| picture of hell-torments presented to him for the incor- 
which created the worlds. It required the power of|rigible, and all this for the want of a power to help 
God to create the world—thence, it requires more | that is more than super-infinite. 
than the power of God to convert or save a soul, that} If such absurdity and mockery of divine power were 
is, more than infinite power. From such premises | the effect of a childish prejudice or were the ebulitiou 
more than infinite power is required to perform some | of an imagination warmed with the subject that natur- 
works. Were it denied, which I know not that it is, | ally breaks forth into hyperboles, it ought be regarded 
that to speak creation into being, and the worlds into 
operation, required infinite power, it is demanded how 
this is known? How can the Creator work with less 
than infinite power? If any of his works bespeak a 
power less than infinite, how is it known? If this were 
known, then finite minds could comprehend the works | if possible, more than evil itself, since they are found | 
of God, who is infinite, which is an absurdity, and it on the side ef the enemy, in favor of the perpetual 
would be the height of presumption in any man to pre- continuance of sin, and torment in spite of the power, 
tend to such knowledge. | wisdom and goodness of God. ERASMUS. 


Supposing what such preachers say to be true, that ( WESTERN ASSOCIATION 


the conversion of one sinner requires more power than | ' Wee 
was exercised in the creation ; this excess of infinite | A mogting of the Chevys pemed Ameciation was bol- 


power must be multiplied by the whole uumber of souls, iden at Eaton’s Bush, Herkimer county, N. Y. com- 
that are changed, or that ever will be, by the power | 'mencing 3lstof May ult. Br. A Kneeland, Moderaior. 
Brs. N. Stacy, J. S. Thompson, Clerks. 
The following extracts are from the Minutes. 
‘“‘Appointed Brs. Kneeland, Stacy, Smith, Lisher, 
Thompson, Jones and Morse, a committee to consider 





and so deliberately from the advocates ef certain well 
known, though otherwise strange doctrines, they ought | 
to be hewesd upon, and abandoned for the bad com- 








of sovereign grace. Infinity will be multiplied by al- 
most an infinite number, unless the number of con- 
verted sinners are supposed to be less. A power 


greater than infinite implies more than a mere absurdi- 
ty. It implies the conception of power to be as much | the propriety of organizing a convention, to be called 
less than the idea of infinity as it is absurdily imagined | ‘ Tae UNIVERSALIST ConVENTY!ON of the State of New 
to be greater. There is evidence of this in those men, | | York,’ consisting of delegates from the several associa- 
who make the statement as above. The number of | tis of this State. 

sinners, which they suppose will be saved by the sov- | The committee on forming a convention reported, 
ereign grace of God of more than infinite power, is just | that it is expedient to form a Convention, and present- 
as small in proportion to the whole of mankind, as that | ® Coustitution for the same. 
imagined excess of infinite power is small, compared | . **Voted to accept the report, and after along discus- 
with infinity. As salvation only requires power, and | 19" adopted the plan reported. 

not damnation, and as the salvation of all mankind, or 
the world, requires no more than the power of God— 
those who preach the salvation of a part only, ordain- 
ed to eternal life; have to take care, that as much 


' 


CONSTITUTION OF THE UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION, 
OF THE STATE OF NEW-YORK. 

1. This Convention shall be composed exclusively of 

Delegates, consisting of two Ministers to be chosen 





without a look of severity, but from its coming se often, | 


pany which they keep. They ought to be abhorred | 


annually from each Association now existing, or whicis 
may hereafter be organized, within the state of New 
York, or such other associations as may wish to come 
under its jurisdiction; and a majority of all the Dele- 
gates chosen, shall constitute a quorum to do business 

2. This Convention considers itself in fellowship, 
and will endeavor always to maintain full fellowship 
and also perfect harmony with the General Convention 
of Universalists of the New England states and others ; 
and are ready to co-operate with them in whatever 
may promote the cause of gospel truth, or disseminate 
the doctrine of our common faith. 


3. The meetings of this Convention shall be held on 
the second Wednesday of May annually, the first meet- 
ing to be at Madison, on the second Wednesday of 
May, 1826, which shall be considered the day of pub- 
lic service, and to adjourn from day to day, until the 
business of the convention shall be completed; and fi- 
nally to adjourn to such place from year to year as 
shall be thought most expedient. 

4. The business of the convention after the usual 
organization of choosing a Moderator, Clerk, &c. will 
be to take cognizance of the qualifications, character 
and conduct of the ministers in fellowship under its 
jurisdiction ; to reprove, admonish, or withdraw fel- 
lowship from any brother who shall walk disorderly, as 
shal} be found expedient; and to do all other things 
in relation to the brethren in the ministry, which God 
in his wisdom may direct, for the promotion of the 
cause of truth. 

5. In case of complaints and grievances which may 
be presented to the convention against any brother in 
the ministry, either directly, or through the medium ot 
their standing committee, it shall be the duty of the 
convention to take immediate cognizance oi the same ; 
who shall proceed to hear the parties, if they be pre- 
pared for trial; or if it shall be requested ty the par- 
ty accused, the convention shall appoint a committee 
of three ministers, in the vicinity of the parties, giving 
each party the privilege of nominating one if they 
choose, whose duty shall be to meet in some conven- 
ient place, and after hearing the parties with their wit- 
nesses, to decide on the case; which decisien (unless 
io case of appeal) shall be fiual, and reported as such 
to the convention. 

6. In case of an appeal from the decision of the 
committee, (which either party shall have the privi- 
jleg e of making) the appeal shall be made before the 
| committee separate, in which case it shall be the duty 
| of the committee to report the evidence on which 
they grounded their decission, so as to prevent the ne- 
| cessity of the attendants of witnesses before the con- 
'yentiou; but the parties may be again heard, together 
with any new evidence which may be offered by the 
parties, and being thus heard, the convention shall 
either confirm or set aside the decission of the commit- 
tee, asshall be thought just and expedient. 

7. This convention disclaims all right of farther in- 
terposing witb the discipline of the respective Associa- 
tions, than has been already stated ; but recommends 
it as the duty of each association to attend to the dis- 
cipline of its respective societies as ecclesiastical bo- 
dies; and asthe duty of the respective societies to at~ 
tend tothe discipline of their respective members. 








“The committee on the case of Mr. L. Briggs and 
L. Blood, reported the following resolution : 

‘Resolved, That the association accept the resigna- 
tion of Mr. Levi Briggs, and that there exist adequate 
causes why said Briggs should ne longer perform the 
ministerial duties; and that Mr. Loring Blood, having 
discontinued his ministry, and signified the same to a 
member of this body, be no longer considered as hav- 
ing the fellowship of this association. 

“Voted to accebt the report, and refer this subject 
to the General Convention, from whom the persons 
named ::ceived letters of fellowship.” —Universalist, 
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WISDOM......No. I. 
isdom is better than rubies ; and all the things 


compared to it.” 
Proverbs viii. 11. 


“kor wv 
tat may be desired are not to be 


The truth of this ancient saying is both obvious and 
wuportant. Its conspicuity will appear by compari- 
sop, and its importance is recommended by its inesti- 
mable worth and its ease of acquisition. 

The Ruby ranks next to the Diamond and Sapphire 
in hardness ; and some of them are even more valua- 
ble than the Diamond. Among precious stones, there- 
fore, the author might choose his own favorite to as- 
sist him in recommending the worth of wisdom ; but 
being aware of the poverty of his jewel, as it was pre- 
septed in the comparison, he but mentioned it, and im- 
mediately, casting in his mind with a view to seize on 
further assistance, came to the correct conclusion that 
all desirable things fell short of its worth. 

Wisdom, as it applies to our Creator, is that altri- 
bute of divine perfection, by which the system and or- 
der of the universe were established. It is that eye 
which sees the end from the beginning, and traces the 
infinite succession of causes and effects, comprehend- 
ing, at one view, the harmony and exact proportion of 
al] things. But the account which she gives of herself 
will be most acceptable, which the reader will find in 
Prov. vill. beginning with the 12th verse, to the end 
of the chapter. Assisted by this luminous account, 
we say at once, that a wise man is truly a religious | 
man ; whose religion consists in a good understanding, 
in justice, in prudence, in temperance, in charity, 
and in one word in genuine goodness. 

Amovg the desirable acquisitions, which lie within 
the reach of youthful exertions, none seem to be more 
generally recommended than what is called LEARNING. 
To induce our sons and daughters to exertion in this 
vast enterprise, we endeavor to accommodate their 
desires and to flatter their ambition ; and, in general, 
nothing so pleases parents as the early and rapid ad- 
vances of their children iz the knowledge of science. 
The industrious mechanic will look among the pos- 
sibilities which bis hopes present him, and, at the dis- 
tance of many years, descries his son returning from a 
That he may finally realize ' 





seminary with its honors. 
a hope so flattering, he plies his hands to his labor, is) 
prudeut in his expences and saving of time. The | 
child is presented with the glittering object, his heart ; 
is full of desire, and he pursues his studies with avidity | 
andsuccess. But soon arrives a moment when appe- 
tites and passions have acquired strength and warmth, 
in which if wisdom is neglected, the youth is lost! To 
what profit then has he consumed the midnight oil, 
and spent years in acquiring learning? Dissipation, 
like the worm that prostrated the flourishing gourd has 
tarnished the lustre of his mind, devoted him to his 
passions and placed his feet on the steep of ruin! All 
this time, like an affectionate mother, wisdom has been 
calling aloud after this youth; she has pursued him 
from place to place ; she has stood at the entry of the 
city, at the corner of streets, at the door of houses and 
in public walks, if possible to arrest his attention and 
guide his feet into her peaceful path. But her charm- 
‘ng voice was wasted on a deaf ear, her beauties were 
presented to an unobserving eye, and her worth was 
overlooked by a superficial mind. 

Riches rank high among the desirable things which 
engross the human heart, and there are but a few who 
do not covet them; and if we contemplate the utility 
and advantages of wealth we find sufficient reasons to 
employ all justifiable means for obtaining it. But if 
Wwe compare it with wisdom in point of value it is but 
mere trash. Look, for instance, at the youth, to 
Whom a vast fortune has fallen. He enters into the 


ts With the most flattering hopes and prospects ;; 
's equipage is princely, his unnecessary expences are 





| beauty? 





®qualled only by his vanity, and he lives in that style 
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which suits his taste and draws into his society the im- 
pious and dissolute. For the want of wisdom, his rich- 
es are his ruin—this effected, and they are gone. In 
poverty, wisdom, if possessed, would have rendered 
him contented, happy and respected, filling the ration- 
al desires of his mind with riches more substantial than 
those which ‘‘ make themselves wings” and ‘ fly 
away.” 

If we turn from this instance, which is of a kind that 
often happens, and search for happiness among the 
wealthy part of society, we shall find it no where, ex- 
cept where wisdom is an inmate, and where she leads 
in the paths of judgment. 

Honor is the idol of thousands, and her numerous vo- 
taries crowd around her, like swarms of insects after 
honey, which they know not how to make, wielding 
their stings at every obstacle they meet. The most 
successful, if destitute of wisdom, is only the most con- 
spicuous fool, whose inheritance is the pity of his 
friends and the contempt of others. 

Few things are more desirable than respectable par- 
ents andconnexions. But if we lack wisdom we shall 
dishonor them and condemn ourselves for not profiting 
by their worthy example. 

What is more desirable to the eye than personal 
Yet if we behold and admire the form, the 
features and the complexion which are faultless, and 
find that instead of wisdom, folly is bound up in the 
heart, how soon will all this beauty decay, and the 


whole person become repulsive even to the sense of} 


sight! But on the other hand, wisdom shedsa heavenly 
lustre over ordinary features, and renders the most in- 
different form acceptable and even lovely. 

Let every one duly consider, and carefully ponder 
the weighty truth, that “‘wisdom is better than Ru- 
bies, and all the things that may be desired are not to 
be compared to it.” H. B. 





From Noah’s N. Y. Advocate. 


A NEW SCHEME. 


Since our Legislature have opposed no serious ob- 
stacles to the granting of marine and fire charters, the 
number has so augmented as to make it difficult to fill 
the stock ; accordingly it became necessary to devise 


, some new plan or mode of reaching the point, and one 


of the most nevel, and I venture to say ingenious plans 
has been hit upon ever before heard of, namely, call- 
ing in the aid of the church—religion and insurance— 
prayers and policies—temporal and eternal benefits— 
the pulpit and the fire engine—long metre and short 
dividends. 

The Commissioners of the American Fire Insurance 
Company propose to associate to loan out money and 
insure houses, and all their profits over six per cent 
dividend shall be given to Missionaries, Bible and 
Tract Societies ; and accordingly the Methodists, Bap- 
tists, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and Reformed 
Dutch, have associated to take up the stock. The 
Commissioners pronounce the thing practicable, but 
they ask:— 

** Are there men to be found who are willitg to re- 
ceive but six per cent for a certain portion of their 
money, and cast the overplus into the ‘ Treasury of the 
Lord?’ If there are, the object is secured, and a per- 
manent and growing fund will be created to be appli- 
ed to the best of purposes.” 

Most certainly there are men willing to take six per 
cent without caring how the surplus goes. Six per 
cent is very good; now gentlemen will you take three 
per cent and throw in the balance for religious purpos- 
es; here is the test; there is no piety in taking six 
per cent, for it is doubtful whether any surplus would 
be left for the Church. It is actually taking hat, coat 
and wig, ‘‘bel-book and candle ;” but fairly and softly ; 
what is the reason that Jews, Catholics, Unitarians, 
Universgalists. &c. &c. &c. are not invited to join in 
this pious work? Do you think, gentlemen, that we 
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of the synagogue in Wall-street, will allow that pious 
stock to be above par, after this pointed exclusion ?— 
If money is to be made by this chartered piety, lets cut 
in—-I have no idea of confining temporal and eternal 
blessings, to five christian denominations, when we 


|have upwards of a hundred claiming equal rights.— 


But to speak seriously of this proposition, are gentle- 
men aware that insuring is a species of gambling, and 
as such, very improper for the church to countenance ? 
Are they also aware of the fact that these extraneous 
and ficticious methods of supporting pious institutions, 
may lead to injurious consequences? They bring reli- 
gion into disrepute, by making it subservient to epecu- 
lative operations; they destroy the natural and proper 
sources of pious liberality, by mingling in the muddy 
streams of worldly trick-trade and evasion. If it 
pleases Providence that my house should be burnt, 
wherefore should you stand by, and in the name of re- 
ligion, offer to make good my losses against this Divine 
dispensation? Separate church and state; cut asun- 
der piety avd cupidity ; let the church be sustained 
by spontaneous or free will offerings and resources 
within itself. If you begin with insurance on houses, 
you may proceed to insurance on lotteries, until at 
length a desire to accumulate a heavy fund for pious 
purposes, may lead us to the adoption of measures, 
which neither morality nor piety can justify. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


HAPPINESS. 
“ O Happiness ! our being’s end and aim.” 


_ But, where shall he find it? is a question 
which has called forth the mental energies of the wis- 
est and best of men; and yet, perhaps, has never been 
satisfactorily and conclusively answered. 

From the earliest dawn of our existence, as soon ks 
it can be discovered that we have any desire, the ad- 
vancement of our own happiness engrosses our first and 
last attention. All that we do; and all that we wish 
to have done for us, tend to the same point. We have 
no other object—no other end—than happiness, in 
view. In every stage of life,--whether in youth, in 
manhood, or in old age,—-we are constantly looking for, 
and anxiously expecting to realize, some greater good 
than what we now have in our possession. We are 
always, and all of us, looking forward,--no matter 
how prosperous or adverse may be our our present con- 
dition,—-to something which we hope, aud confidently 
expect, will improve and advance our happiness.—— 
Elevated or degraded, as the case may be, the same 
desire is found to exist in us, and influences all our 
actions. Noone is destitute of it. It preponderates 
every other desire of the heart, and forms a very es- 
sential and striking part of the human character, 

And yet, what every one is after, where can it be 
found? We see the rich and the poor, the high and 
and the low, the wise and the foolish, in the pursuit.; 
and which, think ye, among them all, is successful ? 
Every one complains of his present hard fortune,—of 
the sufferings and disappointments he has to encoun- 
ter,——but fondly hopes the tide will soon turn in his 
favor, and place the object of his pursuit within bis 
reach. And all of them are moving on m the same 
way,—-with the same end in view—and yet, seldom or 
never, do they appear to have happiness in their pos- 
session. They are always advancing towards a point, 
at which they never seem to arrive. The object they 
are pursuing moves on, as fast as they advance; but 
leaves them, though often disappointed, still determin- 
ed and pursevering persuers. Imagination is con- 
stantly telling them they wil) soon reach it: and thus 
they are led on. Ob, happy delusion! It is the 
fruitful source of human joys. Forall our happiness— 
most of it, at teast—is found in the pursuit, not in the 
possession. An object once attained, and it ceases to 
afford any real satisfaction. The something we shal! 
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have to-morrow, or next day, or next year, either by 
improving what we now hare, or obtaining something 
more, engages our notice, and takes up all our atten- 
tion. Thus we pass through life: with something 
ever before us, to excite out notice, and induce us to 
And, even when the ‘* last enemy” ap- 
proaches, and ‘‘wearied nature,” is sinking into the si- 
lent repose of death, the dying man clings to the fond 
hope of something future,—something, which he shall 
enjoy, when the toils and cares and sufferings of life 
are ended. With this hope, he triumphs over death, 
leaves the world and all its allurements behind him, 
and enters upon a new and untried scene of existence, 
with much confidence, and even with pleasure. 

But, I will tell thee, kind reader, if thou wilt listen 
to me, where, and only where, real happiness can be 
found,-- 


exertion, 


‘‘Know then this truth, (enough for man to know) 
Virtue alone is happiness below.” G. 





SELECTED. 


BURLESQUE ON POPERY, 


It happen’d on a certain time, 

Two aged sinners, who their prime 

Of life had spent in wickedness, 

Went to his Holiness, to confess : 

The one of whom had gold in store ; 

The other, sinful wretch was poor. 

But, both grown old, they had a mind 

To die in peace with all mankind ; 

And go to heaven, a nearer way, 

Than those, that all their lifetime pray. 

So calling fresh to mind their sins, 

The rich offender thus begins :—~ 

‘‘Most Holy Father, I have been, 

I must confess, in many a sin; 

All human laws I thought a joke, 

All human laws for interest, broke ; 

And now grown old,—about to die— 

1 do repent, most heartily, 

Of all my vile offences past 

And in particular, the last, 

In which I wickedly beguil’d 

My dear friend’s son, and guardian child 
Of all his dear paternal store, 

Which was ten thousand pounds, or more, 
That soon he starv’d to death, for want,— 
And now sincerely | repent.— 

But that your Holiness may see 

There’s true repentance wrought in me, 
The halfof it I bring to thee. 

And thus, | cast it at your feet,— 

Dispose of it, as you think meet,— 

For pious uses, or your own ;— 

| hope ‘twill all my sins atone.” 

Well, cries the Pope, I’m glad to see 

Such true repentance wrought in thee ; 
But as your sins are very great, 

You have not half repented yet, 

Nor can your pardon be obtain’d, 

Unless the zhole, which you've thus gain’d, 
For pious uses be ordain’d. 

“WHOLE !” cries the man, “I thought the half 
.Would be a decent price enough.” 

Nay Sir, if you thus hah and Aum. 

At parting with a proper sum, 

Go—keep it all, and d--n your soul, 

I tell you I must have the whole. 
So, rather than be doom’d to go 
And dwell in everlasting woe, 
One would do any thing, you know ; 
The other half was then laid to it, 
And then the mano! ain’d his suit ; 
A pardon for his sins was given, 
Aud home he weut, assur’d of heaven. 











Next, the poor man bends his knee,-~ 
**Most Holy Father, pardon me, 
A vile, deceitful penitent, 
One, who all his life has spent 
In every sinful, lustful pleasure,-- 
And now I suffer, out of measure, 
By dire diseases being fraught; 
And now, so poor--not worth a groat.”’ 
Poor, cries the Pope ; then cease your suit, 
Indeed, you may as well be mute; 


reasonable with scripture. 

I believe there never were but three universalist ser- 
mons delivered in this place, two by Mr. Cobb, and 
one by Russell Streeter of Portland. I am sure these 
are all within ten years, and these were delivered only 
| about two years since. ‘There are four houses of pub- 
|lic worship in this place, we applied for them when 





| Mr. Streeter was here, and could not get the use of 
| one of them, notwithstanding they were not one of 


What, spend all your wealth, and from the whole them used for the evening. Our numbers are mcreas- 


Not save asum to bless your soul! 

You are a sinner, anda hard one-~ 

I wonder you can ask a pardon, 

Not to be had except you buy them,—~ 
You're therefore d——n’d, as sure as f am 
Vice-gerent to the King of heaven. 


Home went the man, in deep dispair, 
And died soon after he came there, 
And wentto hell, "tis said, but sure 
Hie was’nt d—-n'd becanse he was poor ; 
For long he had not been below, 
Before he saw his friend come too. 
“What!” cries the man, “are you come too? 
I thought the Pope pardon’d you.” 
“*Yes,”’ says his friend, “I thought so too,— 
But by the Pope I was trepan’d, 
For the Devil could not read his hand. 


}ing, and I think it won’t be long before we shall have 
la society here and preaching. 

I mention these items just to let you know the blind- 
| hess of our christians, of many too, who are worthy of 


\the name. NATun. SWASEY. 





NOTICE. 


The Title page and Index to the 6th vol. of the 
Magazine is published,—our Subscribers in and near 
| Boston, will please to call or send to the office, and get 
one. Those subscribers abroad, who may receive the 
| Index, and not have any use for it, will confer a favor 
}on us by returning it. Those who wish to have 
| their Magazines bound, will please send them to this 
| office, as soon as Convenient. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


O¢pThe following letter is from Brother NAT@ANIEL | 


Sw Asey to the senior Editor of this paper. 


BATH, (Me.) Aprin 19, 1825, 


Dear Sir,—I was at Georgetown a few days since, 


MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 
By Rev. H. Ballou, Mr. Prince Holmes to Mizs 
Frances Gardner, both of Buston. 
In Cambridgeport, by Rev. T. Whittemore, Mr. 
| Henry Frink to Miss Maria Griswold. 
| By Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Leonard Darling to Miss 
| 


| 
i 
! 
| 


i Jane M. Wheeler. 
3y Rev. S. Streeter, Col. E. G. House to Mrs. Nau- 


and a friend of mine handed me one of the numbers of | cy Gray. 


thought it was truth, and the only doctrine which is 


the Universalist Magazine, | observed in it that it was | 
Baltour’s | 
Inquiry,’ which would come much cheaper than the | 
present one. I have read the book, and think it a | 


in contemplation to issue a new edition of ° 





Mr. James Coolidge, jun. to Miss Sarah Voax. 





DIED IN THIS CITY, 





' 





good work, that it might bea little abridged as well as | 
not,-and I think that the work ought to be patronized. | 


Mrs, Elizabeth Go. dwin, of Hartford, Con. sister of 
| the late Capt. Ozias G. of this city, aged 55. 


{| .Mr. Thomas G.Bangs, printer, aged about 37.--Mrs. 


I have been an inhabitant of this town about ten years, | Sarah White, aged 56. 


I have seen what is called by many a great reformation, | 


From 25 to 30 have died within the late excessive 


ut I am sorry to say that those who have been the | heat, by imprudently making too free use of cold wa- 
y y “ 


subjects of it, are no more virtuous than nen-professors. 
There are some so ignorant of the Universal doctrine, 
in this place,—lI have frequently heard them say, How 
can you embrace a doctrine which denies the exist- 
ence of a God! and a great part of them say, that Uni- 
versalists do not hoid to any thing good whatever, as | 


to religion. 


' ter. 


In Bartlett. N. H. in June last, Mrs. Mary Chub- 
suck aged 60, wife of Capt. Levi Chubbuck. : 





A SERMON ON THE RESURRECTION. 


nn 
= 


ip JUST received at this Office, for Sale, A SER- 
| MON, from 1 Cor. xv. 27, 38, ** And that which thou 


I believe there is not one Universalist Magazine sowest thou sowest not thal body that shail be. but bare 
taken in this town, but we have a number of subscri- | 2"42?) *¢ may chance of wheat or some other grain: but 


pers for the Christian Intelligencer printed in Portland, 


a very good publication. 


The way that we commenc- 
,ed taking them was this, about two years ago Mr. 
| Cobb, a Universalist minister, happened to come this 


way and was requested to give us a lecture, he accori- 


God giveth it a hody as itt hath pleased him. and to every 
seed hisounbody.”? By Rev.Jonn Brooxs. Price 10 
cents single. 


—— = a 





Cash recetred on account of the Universalist Magazine. 


ingly did,—he staid at my house, and gave me a Pros. ai _ i ay near - i. 32 
pectus for the Intelligencer. [ immediately went a- G. W. Silesia. Wilicn. ay ; 50 
tout town, and got what subscribers! could covsistent- | Josiah Dana, Esq. Chelsea, Vt. 2 

ly, and became agent for the paper,--and I believe | Mr. J. Cornish, jr. Plymouth, Mss, 2 
there was not one of these ever taken here before.—— J. &. Cushing, Lynn, Mss. 

Some told me if I patronized a thing of this kind. | 1. Rack wood, Bellingham. Mes. 


could not gain any thing, but might lose much. 


though I would wish to injure any living thing, I was 
determined to come out boldly in the cause, not be- 
cause 1 thought it would be popular, but because | 


I told 
them, that I had been considering these things a great 
while, and had once thought that the universalist doc- 
trine lead to every thing that was bad; because peo- 
ple were always sounding this in my ears, and not hav- 
ing any universalist to converse with, and none of 
their works to read, I readily admitted this as truth, 
but seeing that the conduct of professors was no bet- 
ler than the world’s people, and not feeling myself as 


Rev. J. Brooks, Bernardston, Mss. 
Mr. J. Bascomb, do. 
W. Wadsworth, Duxbury, Mss. 
Messrs. Newel & Son, S. Attleborough, Mss. 
Mr. F. F. Bowen, Lynchburg, Va. 
B. Vawter, do. 
R. Morris, do. 
T. Williams, Liberty Hall, Va. 
P. Hunt, Esq. Milford, Mss. 
A. Partridge, Sidney, Me, 
Mr. D. Phipps, Hopkinton, Mss. 
Mrs. A. L.. Smith, Hanover, Mss. 
Mr. S. Parker, Roxbury, Mss. 
A. P. Ely, Richmond, Va. 
D. Anibal, Manchester, Ms 
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